some important manuscripts and kerosene'tins, a typewriter, a cyclo-
style, an electric fan and all the files of the Harijan from start to finish
have also not been returned. Not only that, a local daily published in
its issue dated 28-9-'42 that the files have all been destroyed. Till now
the Government has allowed the report to go uncontradicted.

In the words of the Bombay Chronicle we refuse to believe that
any government could be guilty of such vandalism. It will be good for
the authorities concerned to issue a statement on the subject.

-"'Navajivan" Karyalaya,                                               Yours etc.,

Ahmedabad, 20th October, 1942                                Karimbhai Vora
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No. S. D. Ill 2613
Home Department (Political)
Bombay Castle, 5th November, 1942
From
The Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
To
M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
I am directed to inform you in reply to your letter to me
<*ated October 26th that the Government instructed the District
'Magistrate, Ahmedabad, to destroy all objectionable literature
seized from the Navajivan Mudranalaya such as old copies of
the Harijan newspaper, books, leaflets *and other miscellaneous
papers and to return other articles that were not objectionable
to the owners.
I have ascertained from the District Magistrate that he
interpreted the orders as covering all the old files of the Harijan
^since 1933 and these old files have actually been destroyed.
Your   obedient servant,
J. M. Sladen
Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
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